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P ITY THE POOR FBI. In the past, It has gotten 
It in the neck for taking too severe a view of the 
Communist menace. .Its chiel, J. E(i?ar Hoover, has 
been criticized for seeing Refs under the bed. The 
Reuther brothers, Walter and Victor, in their famous 
memo to Bob Kennedy (then the Allorhey General), 
insisted that the danger from t,hn 
Left wasn’t in it In comparLson tn> 
the danger from the Right, and 
called upon the Department £•)’ Jus- 
: tlce to put a stop to Red .j/itch- 
huntlng by Federal sleuths. 

That, of course, was almost 
three years before Jack Kennedy 
was killed in Dallas. The 7/arren 
Commission report makes It plain 
that the assassination was the act 
of Lee Harvey Oswald, a loner whose 
background was well-known to the 
FBI. The “get J. Edgar Hoover" fac- 
tion is now echoing the War:en Commission’s criti- 
cism of the FBI for its "unduly rf'strm.i rve view of its 
responslbilitie;! in preventive jnier..:!encc work.” 

The argument is that the Da..' as police should 
have been tipped o::f by the FBI about 0.swald‘s his- 
tory of dalllar.ee in the Bovlet Union, his attempt to 
forswear his American citizenship, and his work for 
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, in time to have 
him taken into detention before Jack Kennedy made 
the trip to Texas. 

The Warren Commission report admits that crit- 
icism of the FBI on this score is “tinged with hind- 
sight.” As, indeed, it is. Moreover, it comes with ex- 
ceedingly bad grace from a commission headed by 
the Chief Justice of the United States, for the War- 
ren Court has been most zealous in Its insistence 
that-Cnminunlsts have civil rights that mttsyaot^Jje . 
invaded. 
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The Court has also been over-solicitous of the* 
ngntsr at. alleged criminals. In the Mall05rj-eaoe»* for 
’example, the Court Insisted that a Negro who had 
been convicted In a lower court of choltins and rap- ’ 
Ing a woman should be freed simpi;/ because he had 
been held for some eleven hoters for questioning be- 
fore arraignment. The same man iater choired smd 
raped another woman and was jailed for it. 

^ ^ ' 

ALWAYS, up to the present, the liberals have 
Insisted that "raw and unprocessed’* material In the 
FBI files should not be used as tlie basis for pro- 
ceeding against an? person. But now we are suddenly 
offered the proposition that, before a President visits 
a given town, every suspected Hed or psychotic whose 
“taw" record Is Imown to FBI agents should be 
'forcibly detained for a safe period. 

This Is idiotic on the face of It, For instance, on 
ffOne of President Johnson’s. trlp.s' to New York City,' 
LBJ’s itinerary took him past the dwelling places or 
hangouts of 3,700 persons who might legitimately 
be suspected of subversive, psyclioiic or crackpot 
' tendencies. Imagine the uproar from the civil liber- 
tarians If 3,700 people were put under police surveil- 
lance at one time. The FBI would be accused of mak- 
' ing Its "ra'w” data the basis of wholesale Invasion of 
private rights. 

The point is that Lee Harvey Oswald, before 
•the Kennedy murder, had not been known for violent 
' tendencies. He was merely one of thousands of peo- 
ple In America who are known to the FBI for hav- 
ing had relations with the Reds of one sort or another. 

If the government couldn’t even apply the Smith 
Act to control Communist subversion in a manner 
satisfactory to the Supreme Court, how could a big 
city police force justify the detention, of every sus- 
pected Red or psychopath who might turn- up to 
watch a Presidential motorcade go past a big building?. 

The police force that did that would be. de- 
nounced from one end of the country to-thav^ther. 
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Octobers, 1964 



The Acting Attorney General 
Director, FBI 


/ NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ibNCBBNlNG THE FBI AND THE 
WARREN COlOaSSDiy^ 

Eotiooed is a ees^f of the Octcrtier 1, ^4, 
colonm of Ifr. John ChansberiaiB, together vltti the Octc^er 2, 
1964, colnafm of Mr. Ralph de Tolodeno eoBcerntn^ captioned 

Thoae are being fnmiMied to jtsa for your information. 
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October 2, 1964 


In Washington 
By Ralph de Toledano 

THE FBI AND THE WARREN COMMISSION 

Although the Warren Commission’s report on the murder of President 
Kennedy is only mildly critical of the FBI, the professional carpers have seized on 
a few words in the ’’conclusions and recommendations” in an effort to make a federal 
case of them. 


The words seized upon charge the FBI with failing to realize that 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the Marxist murderer, was ”a potential threat to the safety of 
the President. ” 

That a Commission headed by Chief Justice Earl Warren should make 
this comment is, to begin with, a little ironic. The Supreme Court which Mr. Warren 
heads — and the civil liberties organizations which sustain his views — would have been 
the first to decry any ’’preventive” steps against the assorted Oswalds of this country. 

Ih a city like New York, for example, the FBI would be compelled to 
round up and hold in preventive custody scores of individuals whose records as 
subversives and men of leftist violence are far worse than that of Lee Oswald. There 
are men loose in this country today who served on the ’’liquidation squads” of the 
Soviet underground, who studied tactics of subversion and violence at the Lenin school 
in Moscow, or who served their gory terms as ’’apparatchiks” of the Russian secret 
police. 


Should such persons be held by the FBI or by local police whenever 
the President was within the localities they inhabit, the American Civil Liberties 
Union would rise up in indignation and horror at what would undoubtedly be called 
’’police state treatment” — and a review by the Supreme Court would lead to a decision 
calling the practice unconstitutional. 

I am not a lawyer, but I beUeve the court would be justified in this 
ruling. The United States does not pimish or restrain ’’potential threats” of any kind. 
No one can tell what man will give in to lethal impulses. A conspiracy is something 
else again. A plot carries beyond the ’’potential” to the actual. In Lee Oswald’s 
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case, the Warren Commission insists that the act was irrational. No police or 
investigative force can delve into a man’s mind, which is what the Warren Commission 
seems to be asking the FBI to do. 

There is a great and tragic irony to the events which led to the 
murder of President Kennedy. The people who now criticize the FBI were those who 
dragged a red herring across the paths of understanding and action in the days before 
the terrible event. These people, with extremist insistence, argued at the top of 
their lungs that the real danger was the so-called ’’radical right” --whereas the 
radical left was no longer of any consequence. So loud were their voices that they 
drowned out reason and logic. 

The first attempt at assassination in Texas was aimed at General 
Edwin A. Walker, a somewhat pathetic ’’leader” with no troops. But this indication 
of murderous intent was brushed aside as of no consequence. Had the Walker attempt 
been investigated thoroughly, President Kennedy would probably be alive today. 

There was, however, little interest in the case in Washington — 
certainly none in the higher echelons of the Justice Department. And this lack of 
interest was purely political. The target of the Justice Department was the radical 
right. So obsessive was the thinking that the Walker case was dismissed with the 
suggestion that the shots had been fired by a ’’rightist” to gain sympathy for the 
general. 


If there was bad liaison between the Secret Service and the FBI, this 
might not have been so had the leadership in Washington and certain pundits oi the 
press not focussed all their attention on the wrong subjects. To hear them or read 
them, there were rabid rightists under every bed. Why, therefore, should either 
the FBI or the Secret Service concern itself with one confused — and we are told — 
solitary Castroite. 

The fact startlingly clear in the Warren Commission Report is that 
no amount of care could have saved Mr. Kennedy— or any President, for that nmtten 
General de Gaulle is perhaps the best guarded man in the world today, but he is 
still being fired on, though word of the latter attempts has been suppressed by the 
French government. 


Copyright, 1964, King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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X b4iv« r«e«lv*<t 4k copy of th« 
d«t«4 So{»t««iMir 19 » o44r««««d to yoi» by tho 

Siv«4etor of th« fmdmrmX Suroan of Zaoo«tigoti«k 
w4tli rogard to tho fladiago of tho ProaidoAt*a 
Cpulaaioft oo tba Aaaaaalaation of Proaidant 
KaaJMdy* I agroo wdL'tii tho I>iraotor that portiona 
of tho Co8ado«lott*o roport appoar to plaoo as 
Ispooolhlo bordOR os thm 7BX in a ▼agoo aroa of 
pvoowktiiw intoIXigooeo whoro thoro aro so 
spool fio critorla rwjuiriag the FBI to forniah 
SOMO of sob joets to tho Socrot Sorvieo* I 
hopo that tho toatisony of tha fSI roprosonta* 
tlvoo boforo tho Cooslaai^a can bo sado public 
aa sooa ao p43ssibXo in ordor to clarify thoso 
aapoeta of tho Co«siasion*a roport* 

Siaeoroly, 


\ 
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Kieholas deS* Katsonbach 

'/ Acting Attorney Sonora 1 




Honorable Walter Jonhins 
Special Assistant to tho 
Frosidont 
Tho White House 

Washington » D* C* p^-j^ 
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S«pt«Bd)«r 22 » 1964 



R<Vior«blc Jeffery C<^«l8a 
Hotui# of Roproaontotlvoi 
Washlngtoor D. €• 

Door CoogrcssBumt 

Your Soptonbor 16 lottor roquested our revlow 
and cooBents of a Sopt«abor 1 latter to you frooi 
!Hchaol Mlllinan, ChalrBan, Berkeley Cltlzena Coanlttee 
o£ I»|ttiry« 

Perecxie hoe tile to the Warren CooBlealoa have 
set up e nuBdi>er of orsBaisetlone throughout the 
country which ere making coniieate similar to those 
in Hillmen'e letter* Milliaen*a coaaMmte prejudge 
the faettial findings of the Coaaissicm» which have 
not been made ptd>lie. They make invalid assumptions 
and predictions* 

We have every ecmfidence that the Commission's 
report will deal with the facts in a thorough* fair 
and impartial fashion* We doid>t that the Committee 
of Inquiry can be satisfied and therefore suggest a 
reply which would do no more then thank them for letting 
you Iiave the benefit of their views «> in the hope that 
a soft answer may turn away wrath • at least from you, 
if not from the Ccmaissloa! 


Sincerely yours. 



Joseph F/ Dolan 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
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Commit I US 2 
ARMED SERVICES 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


O 


AOMtNtSniATIVC AMtOTANTt 
FCTER V. GLUTS 


Consres(s( of tlje ^mteb ^tatess 

Houste oi 3ElepceKentatitietf 

IBa^liinston, S. C. 


MR. AND MRS. ROY L^MON 
L-ATMAM Square Buildino 

OAIO.ANB 12, CMJPORNIA 


September 16, 1964 


Mr. Joseph Dolan 

Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Joe: 

1 am enclosing a copy of a letter being 
circulated by the Berkeley Citizens' Coamittee 
of Inquiry concerning the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

I would appreciate having the benefit of 
your review and comments in preparing my reply 
to Mr. Millman. 


Sincerely, 


H / 4 

■ / 

Member of Congress 


2 



ff ’ I 

[Hi SEP 25 

n:r'jTY mtorney 





'A’k^ 


' ' » ^ /. /^p^n*w 4 w^> 


■f^%' 
















IJVft 








.*V',.-.s^'*;-''‘>?--^r -V • 




r. -I ., ' •'** ,' 


„ .A-V j. ^:;' I..' ■ , , . -i - 




9 * :;:> 

’■> ;*■!. ^ ' I--'-" J* V-' 


iT?^ WWl^WJ^' ^ ^ uX^uTT; *. IjJ|.«- ■ w^ f M ^ *' 



OfflCS OF T^E DIRECTOR 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 2S, D.C. 

September 17, 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 

ft 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Corimission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

By letter dated September 11, 1954, you 
requested a translation of a letter addressed to you 
from Mrs. Marina Oswald. 

The translation from the Russian lan^-uayo, 
as well as the foreig'n laag'uag'e material, is forwarded 
to you herewith. 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

'v.. 
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TPJVNSLATION FROM RUSSIAN 


Gcptenbei- 9, 
Richardson, Texas 


I?ear Mr. Rankin, 




Allow me to appeal to you v/ith a repeated rorp 
concerning the return to jae of all dociments and be lor. gin a." 
of my husband, Lee Harvey Oswald. I also request that you 
send, in itiy name, a copy of my testimony before the Rarron 
Commission, for which, I will pay the necessary fee. Please 


excuse me for the importunate trouble I am causing you, 

c 3 o n u 


I am compelled to appeal to you, because at the 
I am .jointly .working with L'iss Pi'iscilla Johnson on tt.3 hcc 
of my life with Lee Oswald. For that reason these documen 
would help me very much. Cnee again I ask you to fulfill 
my request at the earliest opportunity. Thank you. 


ut 

i;.10 


Respectfully, 


/s/ Mrs 


Marina Oswald 
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tMMiiltlid Iwmilth M sroir iUiotlin tad 
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^talK5 ^epajrttomr nf '^usiics 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

DlSTBlCT OF IDAHO 
BOISS. IDAHO 

September 8, 1964 

RHCHlVciD 
SEP 1 1 1934 

CRilviliMAL DIVISION 



Depertment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Attention Criminal Division 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a letter dated September 4, 1964, from the 
Attorney General of the State of Idaho, together with the 
document mentioned therein which Is addressed to "TO WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN AT THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE" and is 



Very truly yours. 



SYLVAN A. JEPPESEN ‘ 
United States Attorney 


SAJ/c 

Ends. 


Received 

SEP141964 

ORGANIZED CRIME AND 
RACKETEERING SECTION 
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^ , Organizid Cfia^ asd Sacksiseijnf* ScctiM 



ALLAN G. SHEPARD 

ATTORNEY general 


RECEIVED 

SEP 8 1964 


STATE OF IDAHO 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY OENERAL 

BOISE 


September 4, 1964 


U.S. ATTY’S OFFICE 
Eef to 


Mr. Sylvan A. Jeppesen 
U. S. District Attorney 
Federal Building 
Boise, Idaho 

Dear Sylvan: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I am forwarding 
to you the original of a document received in our office 
today. I would appreciate your examining the same 
and if you agree with me that this type of document 
should be forwarded to the appropriate federal authorities, 
that you will undertake to so oblige me. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Yours -very: truly. 






G. SHEPARD 
Attorney General 


AGSAan 




End. 




ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE 
STATE OF IPAHO 

E <G E I V E-D 
SEP 4-1964 


TO WHOM IT MAI GONCERN AT The HEPARTMENT 


OP 


JUSTICE, 

’■‘'■ 'the EOII.OWING TWO MEN,(__ 

“ TOGTHEE WITH ' THEIR AGENTS , LOCAiED* 

IN THE -BEIL TELEPHONE COMPENI OE EENN'^LVAJ^AN^^ THE PRULENTIAL 
INSURANCE COMPA]^ OP'aMERICA', ANL"tEE' PINN' siLVANIA''RAim 
CONSPIREI), "PLOTTil); ' TO ASSASSINATE,' TO HAVE KIILEb, 

TO ‘EAYE‘ DOnC AwAi ' WITH ; ’ UNITED ■ STATES "GOVmMiNT OPPICT 
whereby T^‘ assassination ‘op “PRESDMT' KMimY ,^'^ OP 

GOVMOR’ conn OLY “and ' oTfeS 'was "CARRIED OUT ‘in D^AS"tI2AS' In' 

NOVaiBiE 6FI963.~‘‘' 

'the ‘above two men plus 

'ALSO'‘Tm HiNGLEADEES'AND MAIN'PROPIT' i^CIPIENTS 
OP 'TEE' 'BIGGEST 'and' MOST ‘ viciOUSPEMi^ 'SLAVE ’RING EVER ’ TO 

OPERATE IN ■ THESE UNITED STATES ' OP ' AMERI CA ’ AND' ITS ' TERRITORIES . ' 


Yours sincerely. 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Office of Finance and Administration 

Washington 25, D.C. 

AUG 2 8 1964 

IN REPLY R^ER TO: 

Honormbl* Robert T. Kennedy 
’Attoirney Generel 
Wesbisgtan* D.C» 20510 

IXeajr Mr. Attorney GenereX: 

The President** Commisaloa on toe Assassination of President Kennedy 
will release its Report to President Johnson witoin toe next few weeks 
and has asked GSeneral Servicee Adnoinistration to assist in its distribu- 
tien witoin the GoversonenL 

It is anticipated that the Report will consist of a one-rolume publication 
and toe Hearings may consist of 19 or 20 volume*. The plan is to have 
the Government Printing OfHce deliver 1» 304 copies of the Report and 
204 sets ci. the Hearings to your office. The Commission has requested 
that 600 copies of toe Report and 100 sets of toe Hearings be assigned 
to toe Federal Bureau of Investigaticm for their use. The Commission 
also reserves toe right to assign tan percent of toe copies indicated 
above to individuals in the Department who have participated or assisted 
in toe work of the Commission. 



One complete set is for your office, and a recommendation has been 
mad* that on* set be given to each of your assistants. Copies shotiid 
also be placed in libraries of your Department, and the balance of the 
copies distributed to toe Heads of the Bureaus. Staff, or Service Offices 
in Washington and in toe field. This suggested distribution can be 
modified, as may be necessary, to place these publications in offices 
or with officials who will have use for them. 


If your review c£ toe Department** requirements for these publications 
indicatee to* above qusmtltiee are more than necessary, please feel free 
to revise toe quantities in your acknowledgement of this letter by 
September 9 . 1964. For additional information, contact Mr. Dwight F. 
Skoito, Director, Printing and Publications Division. General Services 
Administration. Washington. D.C. 20405; rm-mvnmjjnt 4iTtf 

code 183-4851 (343-4851). 
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SEP 3 1964 

RECORDS BRANCH 


T3 



F«r ywmr iafaxmatiott «ad gmidaa««, fha R«p««t astd H««rlags wiU 
b« mm (uim t» police by tbu» Sup«rinteaidbak ai Document** 
Ckwr e w m ^t Paialiag Qfllticc, Wesbington* D.C. 20401. 

filneevetf 7«wc* 

(Signed) W. P. Turpin 

▼. P» Tuepia 
Asdiiaat Admbiictrctov 
for Fiacttcc cad A&misai* tretioa 
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 
Washington 25, D. C. 


AUG 3 1 lSo« 


AHD am TO THIS nu Hlk 

CO 




0«air Jtfr. Baatdm 


ThU i» ki v«9ir t» fWRT Uittmt «f Aag«at Zt, lH4» to lir« 
Burold P. Cstakni ISIviiioa* of Joolieot 

ro^lBMOttog tho roloOM for pab l t cotlo a. of docomooM eo wt o twd 
te tko filo ^ lyfaritto Oowold, Yoor lottor boo booft foronurdod 
to tbto Sorrico with tbo rofttool that ropiy bo modo diroct to 
yo«tr o£Sco« 

lo Corwordlag yoor ro^toot tbo Doportmoot odviaod tiiot 
yott wottid obtala consspt to poMiob tbooo cloooiflod doonaooto 
which woro ^btaiood from other ogoocioo ood wideh oro sow 
eostaiood ia Ulo* Asaomiaf that yoa do cAtaia oach clear* 
aaeo far pobUcatiea» this Sorrlco will iaiorpoM ao obJecti<Hi 
to the po^ehiag «i racf of the doeemeato contained ia tiie file. 
The doeamoata wldch originated Ui tide Sorrice hare beea do* 
claeeified« 



The docmaeme which have aot beea declaeeified were ob* 
taiaed* or ceataia iaformatioa obtaiaed» from oUmt ageaciee. 
Theee are lieted below. Clearaace Cor pablication ahould be 
obtained from the ageaciee e<»iceraed. 

1. The OKI reepeaae dated December 13 » 1961, to 
0*13S request of tide Service to the X3. S. hiariae 
Corpa far iafermatioa eoaceraiag Lee Harvey Oewald 
dated Decea^er 5 , Ifbl . The OKS reepweee ie oa the 
reveree ef the Perm 0*135 iSheot 7). (The £r<nd aad 
b ach of the form are aembered 77 ead 7t. \ 

Z, Diepeteh #29 dated Jvlj IX • 1961 » from the Ameri* 
eaoi Sadmeoy ia hCoocofw to the Oepertmeid ef State ia 
Wa ehta g tow , O. C. The diepatch coaidata of three 
pagee* The reveree of the flret pMgr ceataia e a doea* 
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$. m r^wtt bf JMoi V. F»ia. d»te4 My 3» IHI* at 
Oallaa «itt«4 • UCS 8AAYST OSWALD. Thm Tm^vrt 
caarfta «i taa pagaa baarlaf » b««a»a« ct tluk 
rtamp on tha TTmwmm «C tiM flra* pafa wbiek caawi It 
t»lM» aaparataly «aaaba»«4» nombars tOt t)ur«tt|^ lit. 

It la nfoaatad iAat tka c«pl«a im yotur b« aaajrlcad 

to raOact thalr Aaalaaalltoatioa. 
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sr/.aV^-2-i?- kP • 1 ^. , 

Commiaakautr 




1. La« SaaldB* Q<m«ral CavauMl 
PrasidMt'a Caoiuniaatoa <m tk« 

Aaaaaainatioa oC Praaldaat Kanaady 
Waahtngtoa* D. C. 

^ ^Q.x Herbert J. Miller, Jr. , Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division, Department of Justice 


For your information - Your HJM:KCS:mrs 129-11, 
August 25, 1964. 
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AUGUST 2 5 1964 


Caaalsalgoer of XmlentSaa mi Bktur«ll£«ti<A 


Btitwnrt miler, J!r« 

AMlstaot Attoxtragr GeaMxctl, 

C y ia riiml Piviaiott, O^partmont of Jooilco 
too HMvay Oavald and Harlaa Qwald 


'Pyped 8/25/^ 
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Attadtusd la a cosy of a latter fine Lee fiattkia, Oo^ral 
OouftaeLf Prctaldant'a Caanlaalcci on tte Aeaeae l nafelon of PrsMdeat 
Kemed^j dated August 21, 1964, requaatl&s to 1>a Inforned aa to 
vUsether there la any objection to the piA>IloatiQn of docnmenta 
in the file of the Ihodgratloa and laturailsatlao Servlca r eg a r d ing 
avtoject Inllvlduala* Ve ahall iqp^radata yoor replying directly 
to Nr> Sankln. 


Also attached ia Mofldentlal fila A12 530 6k3» ^ helieva> 
tbongh ve are not aura, that the file to ^*lch Mr. Benkln referred 
eontaina only copies of the doeumanta la the attached file* Zn 
the ereat you desire to aacertsln definitely that there la no 
additional naterlal In the COnodLaaloa'a file, it vlll be arailohle 
for revlev in the office of V« David SlairooQ, a laodber of the 
CoBialaslott'a staff. In considering {lr* Senhln'a request, you ere 
not esipectGd to obtain cXearmce for the release of clssaiflod 
docTsaeota dbtainsd froQ other agencies now in the Servlce*a file. 
Zbe CooBdaslon has assunsd the reaponalblli^ for obtaining 
clearance fron the originating agencies of all docuacnts the 
CooBlaaloa daairM to release* 


ma neEusrQBdttt, idxlch ia claaalfled only becuaae of its 
elaselfled attactsaent, be declaaaifled on aepaxatloo there- 
from. 



Shelver 


imr DiFSCi ttiob . , 
DTVISI^^ 
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EARL WARREN. 

Chdirnum 
RICKARD B. RUSSELL 
JOHN SHERMAN COOPER 
HALE BOGGS 
GERALD R. FORD 
JOHN J. McCLOY 
ALLEN W. DULLES 


President’s Commission 

ON THE 

Assassination op President Kennedy 


200 Maryland Awe. N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Telephone 543-1400 


J. LEE RANKIN. 

GtnerAl Counui 


AUG 21 1964 


Mr. Harold P. Shapiro 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Shapiro: 

Our office was informed in the past that we were to communicate 
with you on all matters concerning the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service. Accordingly, we are bringing this to your 
attention. 


By letter dated November 27, 1963 your office forwarded to the 
Commission the complete Immigration and Naturalization file on 
Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife, Marina Oswald. Certain of the 
documents in that file bear a security classification. The 
Commission would like to make public all the documents in that 
file and would appreciate receiving from you or an appropriate 
I.N.S. officer at your earliest convenience written permission 
to do so. If any particular docimient or any portaion of any 
particular document presents a problem in this respect and 
you believe that it cannot be published, please itemize such 
exceptions. 




|AHuary 22, 1964 


i 




Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
Counsel to the Special Conuniaslon 
VFW Building - Room 401 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. B. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

In accordance with the request of the 
Chief Justice in his letter of January 10, 1964, 
to the Deputy Attorney General, I am attaching 
two copies erf the file of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service pertaining to the wife of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


cc: Records ' 
Chrono 
Mr. Foley 
Mr. Miller 


Herbert J, Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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TO 7}w. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


I I ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I I EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
r~l OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 
I I DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I I EXECUTIVE OFFICE-U. S. ATTORNEYS 
I I EXECUTIVE OFFICE-U. S. MARSHALS 
SOLICITOR GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
□ LIBRARY 
ANTITRUST DIVISION 
CIVIL DIVISION 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY DIVISION 
LANDS DIVISION 
TAX DIVISION 

OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 
OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
BUREAU OF PRISONS 
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INC. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 
PARDON ATTORNEY 
PAROLE BOARD 

BOARD OF IMMIGRATION APPEALS 


REMARKS: 


4 MijUu. ^ 



ATTENTION: 


SIGNATURE 
APPROVAL 
RECOMMENDATION 
COMMENT 

NECESSARY ACTION 

YOUK INFOKMATION 

ANSWER OR ACKNOWL- 
EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

□ PREPARE REPLY FOR 
THE SIGNATURE OF _ 


I I NOTE AND RETURN 
I I SEE ME 

I I PER CONVERSATION 
I I AS REQUESTED 
I I NOTE AND FILE 
I I CALL ME 


FROM 


fUUM tint r* rm$ nu mwu 


CGN FWEmiAL ^ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMtCRATIOM AND NATURAUZATTON SERVICE A 12 5^30 6h^ 

Room T>8005, New Federal Building 
701 LoyolM Avenue ^ 

Mew Orleans, Louisiana 

Air MailAeglstered MallAeturn Receipt Requested 


Mr. Nicholas Katzenback, 

Deputy Attorney General, 
Department of Justice Building, 
Washington, D. C* 


Dear Mr, Katzenback: 

Transmitted, herewith, on loan is the file of Mrs. Marina Nikolaevna 
Oswald, A 12 530 6h5. This file is being sent to you at the request 
of Mr. Mario T. Noto, Associate Canmissioner Operations, Immigration 
ani Naturalization Service, Washington, D, C* 


Attachment 
File A 12 530 6U5 
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This document shall be declassified 
upon removal of classified enclosure 


-eeNFIDENTh^t:^- 
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UNlTlC'D STATKS O K I’MiTM KNT O !•’ JUSTICE 


I'lCnKUAI. UUUIO/VXI Ol"’ INVKSTICATION 


WASlIiNCTON as. U.C. 

AugusU 20, 1S64 
BY COUBIEa SBBVXCE 


Honorablo J. Leo Raakin • , ... : ■: ■ 

General Counsel 

TLc President's Conunission 

200 Maryland Avenue,' Nort’naast . . : 

Tfasiaingtoa, D. C, 

Lear Mr, Rankin: 

YoTir letter o£ August 17, 1964, £or\ 7 urdQd a letter 
froia Marina Os'wald, dated August 14, 1964, requesting t'aat it 
be translated, 

Tbe translation and original foreign language material 
are being forwarded to you borowitb. 


Sincerely yours, 






TRAI-TJ 


RUSSIAN 


629 Bolt Lino Rd, 
Richardson, Texas 
August 14, 1964 


Ilr. J,- Lee Rankin, General Counsel 
Coiaiaission on the Assasination (sic) 

200 i'laryland Ave., I'i. 3. 

Washington, D. C, 20002 

Dear ?ir, Rankin: 

I inforn yc'n 'ey this letter that lir, lIcKenzic will 
no longer represent i'.\e xltGi' the trial (sic) has endedj all 
he has to do is to trr.nsior r.:oney fro»i ono bank to another. 
Theroiore, I request you to address me personally in the future 
should xay services be neoded by the CoESiission, 


I do not think that I need an attorney; moreover, I 
cannot afford ejqjensivo lawyers, particularly v/hen I testify 
before the Comsiisaion; no lawyer is necessary when one tells the 
truth. 


I, would like to request froa you a copy of ay testimony 
before the Coaaission, ih*. ilcRenzie told ae that he has already 
requested it from you. Please send it to ny address and in my 
name, together with a bill for e:q>enses in connection v/ith this. 
After the conclusion of the work of the Cocunission, I v/ould ask 
■you to send me ail my perso-nal belongings and those of ay 
husband (photographs, doovuzents, diary, clothes, etc,). 

As to the rifle belonging to ay husband (hov/ever, I do 
not know to v/hat e::tent ~iy v/ishes in this case v/ould be of 
importance to the Comais-sion) , it is my wish that the rifle 
become the property of the United States Government, but not be 
exhibited for public view during ay lifetime. 


Respectfully, 


i^irs, Marina Oswald 
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LAW OFPICES 

KILGORE St. KILGORE 

rLOOR ADOLPHUS TOWCR 
DALLAS 2, TEXAS 

April 16, 1965 


RECEIVED 
APR19 1S65 
CRIMINAL 


CAmi. 


It KILOOnC 


The Honorable Earl Warren 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States 
• Washington, D. C. . 

Re: The Oswald Guns 



Dear Justice Warren: 

Our client Mr. John J. King has purchased from the 
Estate of Lee Harvey Oswald two weapons and related equip- 
ment which were exhibits in the Warren Commission hearings. 

We are writing to you because the Justice Department 
has indicated in conversations with our client that it is 
xwt certain it has any authority to deliver t he weap on s to • 
the"^\^^T" " We~w6\nrd'~hope~'^^ yoLu ai~~ChsErman of the 
Warren Commission, or the Commission as a body would be 
willing to make some disposition of these Commission exhib- 
its which are no longer needed for the Commission's purposes. 

It is our understanding that the guns in question were 
received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation upon its re- 
ceipt to the Dallas Police Department. It is also our under- 
standing that it is customary for law enforcement officials 
so receiving property to return it to the other officials to 
whom the receipt. was given. We believe that the simplest 
? disposition of the matter for the Warren Commission would be 
to give instructions that the agencies assisting it return 
exhibits to the parties from whom they were obtained — in this 
case, the Dallas Police Department. We would then take up 
the matter of delivery to Mr. King here in Dallas. 
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. . ' The Honorable Earl Warren 
April 16, 1965 
page 2 




So far as we can determine, the only claim which any 
governmental agency may have had with respect to the weapons 
in question was the right of temporary custody in the Warren 
Commission while these guns were pertinent to its investiga- 
tion, and that investigation has been completed. 


We find it difficult to believe that any governmental 
agency will require Mr. King to go to the expense and dif- 
ficulty of bringing an action to recover his property. It 
nevertheless appears that such an action may be necessary. 
If the Commission does not plan to take any action with 
respect to the return of the exhibits , we suggest that it ' 
would be desirable from the Commission's point of view as 
well as Mr. King's to have a disclaimer by the Warren Com- 
mission so as to avoid joining any parties who actually 
make no claim to ownership. If this matter is to be left 
in the hands of the Justice Department for its inaction, 
would the Commission kindly furnish a disclaimer or some 
order affirmatively indicating that it no longer claims 
the right to custody of these exhibits? 

In the event that your Commission should itself desire 
to determine the proper owners to whom the exhibits should - 
be returned, we will be most happy to furnish all necessary 
documentation of Mr. King's ownership. 

Respectfully yours , 

e, 

William C. Garrett 

WCG/rm 

CCS Mr. Joseph J. Celia, Jr. ■ - ; 

Criminal Division • ’ 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. John J. King 
The Alaska Company 
1616 Glenarm 

Denver, Colorado > . 


Qlcxiarl af Uj^TSiriirJt ^ta±t» 

^aaiyiniitan, S. QJ. ZaSHy / .'* 

April 20, 1965 


Honorable J. Lee Rankin, 

33 West 44th Street, 

New York, New York. „ ^ 

Dear Lee: 

Encloaed ia a copy of the letter I received from Kilgore it Kilgore 
which I talked to you about yesterday. It concerns the two weapons of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

I do hope that the Department of Justice will not relinquish the 
weapons because it is important (TO have them in their present condition 
in order to support the testimony of the experts before the Commission. 
Also, I have no doubt that if released they will find their way to some 
collection which v/ill be used commercially to exploit the assassination 
of our President, 

I would appreciate it if you .would make whatever reply at neces» 
aary to Kilgore & Kilgore. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 



t, HAMatIHU Of 

CH)Lf JUSTICE 



April 27, 1965 


ICilsora Sn laigore 

24th Floor Adolphus Tower - 

Dallas 2, Texas 

Attention: Mr* William C, Garrett / 

Re j Oswald Guns ' 

Gentlemen: 1 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of 
April 16th to the Chief Justice of the United States, 

On behalf of the President's Commission for the 
Assassination of President John P, Kennedy, I wish to advise 
that all of the physical evidence relating to the proof of 
the participation of Lee Oswald in the assassination of 
President Kennedy was returned by the Commission to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, The Commission did inform 
the Bureau that it was its view that all of such physical 
evidence should be retained by the United States Government 
for an indefinite period. 

The Attorney General of the United States has been 
advised of this position of the Commission and is being sent 
a copy of your letter and this response. 

Very truly yours. 


J. Lee Rankin 



o 

(■ ^ 

J. L-ee Rankin 

se WEST A-*TH STREET 
New YORK, NEW YORK 1903s 

MURRAY Hlt-U 7*asas ' 

r . . ■ t. ■ 

April 27, 1965 


Hon. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington j D, C. 

Dear Mr, Attorney General; 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I received 
from the Chief Justice with regard to a letter he received 
from attorneys Kilgore & Kilgore of Dallas, Texas, regarding 
the Oswald guns, together with my response to Messrs. .Kilgore, 

I talked to Mr. Waggoner Carr about these letters 
and my proposed response, and he said he was in complete agree- 
ment with the Commission's position that all of the physical 
evidence relating to the proof of the participation of Lee 
Oswald in the assassination of President Kennedy should be re- 
tained by the United States Government for an indefinite period. 

Should you decide to recommend legislation on this 
subject, I am sure that the members of the Commission, or myself 
if they desire it, will be pleased to cooperate in urging that 
such legislation be passed. 

With kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely, 



OF 

// RECEIVED 

lOob I 
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: . • ' I'j . May 1, 0» 

: ' Mn J. Leo Raalcia 
36 West 44tL Street 
New York, New York 

. JDearMr, Hankln: 

i ■ • ' ■ ' * 

•niaak you for your letter of ^prll 27, 1965, 
enclosiflg & copy of a letter to you from the Chief Justice. 


I am glad to have this indication of the Com- 
misaloa'a strong desire that the physical evidence relating 
to Che proof of the pariiclpatloa of Lee Harvey Oswald la 
the assassination of ?resldcnt Kennedy should be retained 
by Che United States Govemment, Once the Department's 
proposed legislation is transmitted to die Congress* I 
believe it would definitely he desirable for an appropriate 
statement of the Commission's position to he made to the 
responsible Committees. 


I shall be glad to send you a copy of the proposed 
legislation as soon as it is finalized within the Department. 


Sincerely, 



Attorney General 


cc; Records 
Cbrono. 

The Attorney General 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Willens 
Mr. Belcher 
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March 1 5, 196S 

lie, yilliaa C, Gcarrett 
Kilgoro and Kilgore 
2lith Floor Adolphus Tower 

Dallas, Texas - . 

Dear lie, Garrett: 

The Archivist has forwarded to this Departnont a copy 
of your letter of February 2, I96fj requesting delivery of the 
riflo used in the slaying of President Kennedy and the revolver 
involved in the fatal shooting of Officer Tippit to your client, 
lie, John J, King. 

Matters pertaining to the disposition of the exhibits 
to the Final Report of tha Prooicent’s Conaission are receiving 
consideration in tlio Departnont and I aw not in a position to 
furnish you further inferwation at this tizoo* 

Sinceroly, 




Records'^' 
Chrono 
Mr . Celia 


HERBERT J. MUXER, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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KILGORE & KILGORE 
rLooR AoocpHus tower 
DALLAS 2, TEX AS 

February 2, 1965 
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FE 3 - 19 S 5 


Mr. Wayne C. Grover 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 
8th Street, and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Re: Certain Weapons Included among 

Warren Commission Exhibits 

Dear Sir: ' 

I am writing on behalf of our client Mr. John J. King. 
Mr. King is the present owner of the following two weapons 
and related equipment which were exhibits in the Warren 
Commission hearings: , 

RIFLE : Caliber 6.5 itun. Mannlicher-Carcano Italian 

military rifle. Model 91/38, serial number 
C2766, with attached 4-power telescopic sight stamped 
"Ordnance Optics Inc.," "Hollywood California," to- 
gether with two-piece sling strap and cartridge clip 
marked "SMI" "952," as more fully described on pages 
553 through 555 of Appendix X, Report of the Presi- 
dent's Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy, and identified as Exhibit #139 of that Com- 
mission. 


/• 


REVOLVER : Caliber .38 Special Smith & Wesson Victory 

Model revolver, serial-number V510210, as 
more fully described on pages 558 and 559 of Appendix 
X, Report of the President's Commission on the Assas- 
sination of President Kennedy, and identified as 
Exhibit #143 of that Commission, together with'^he' 
holster for said revolver. *•. 
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/ KILGO RE & KILGORE ^ ' 

Mr . Wayne C . Grover 
February 2, 1965 
page 2 
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Mr. King desires to obtain delivery of his above- 
described property, and he has seen press reports indicating 
that your office has possession of such property. Mr. King 
acquired ownership by purchase from Mrs. Marina N. Oswald, 
community survivor of Lee Harvey Oswald. He is, of course, 
willing to furnish all necessary documentation of his owner— , 
ship, including instructions from Mrs. Oswald. 

In connection with his acquisition of this property, 

'Mr. King agreed not to cause or permit public exhibition or 
display of the Scime during the lifetime of Marina N. Oswald', 
and he further agreed to use his best efforts to prevent such 
exhibition or display by others. Accordingly, he requests 
assurance from you that this property will not be publicly 
displayed pending delivery to him. 


Mr. King is a gun collector and not' in any way a public 
figure, and he would appreciate this matter being handled v 
without publicity. 


Would you kindly let us know when and where Mr. King may 
receive delivery of this property and inform us as to any re- 
quirements you may have with respect to his proof of ownership? 

Very truly yours, 

'h/ 

' William C. Garrett 

WCG/rm 

cc: The Honorable Nicholas de B. Katzenbach 

Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. ■ . 

Mr. John J. King 
The Cortez Oil Company 
1700 Broadway 
Denver, Colorado 
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National Archives and Records Service 

Washington 25y D.C, 

Pelaruary h, 1965 
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Mr, WilllQia C. Garrett 
Attorney at Law 
KH^ora and Kdlgpre 
24th Floor Mol^hus Sbver 
Dallas 2, Texas . ' 

Dear Upo Garrett i 

\ 

This will actoowlodge your letter of February 2, 19^?* 

» 

As the Items about which you write are in the possession of 
the Department of Justice^ Z have referred your letter to that 
agency for reply. 

Sincerely yours, 

.r 

t/\_j » 

Wayne C. Grover 

Archivist of the United States 
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September 7, 1965' 


hope the measure will be unanimovi<- 
lyNjasscd today. 

mK Speaker, I yield back re- 
mainder of my time. 

Mr. CSiLLER. Mr. Speakrf, I yield 
back the I'Nn^aindcr of my time. 

The SPE^^CER projXempore. Tho 
‘ ciuestion is on the motimr of the gentle- 
man from New YfHj^iat the House sus- 
. pond the rules amrSass the bill S. 2420. 

• Tile question/W’as 'Ndeen; and, (two- 

• tliirds havinw^uted in favor thereof) the 
rules wcr^.«uspended and^^ho bill was 
passed. 

A i^^ion to reconsider was 1%4 on tha 
tabli 

similar House bill (HH.. 10336JS]yas 
laid to tile table. 


PRESERtTNO EVIDENCE PERTAIN- j 

ING TO THE ASSASSINATION OP J 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY I 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Mr. I 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and J 
pass the bill (HH. 9545) providing for i 
the acquisition and preservation by the 
United States of certain items of evi- 
. dcncc pertaining to the assassination 
of President John P. Kennedy, with com-' 

' mittce amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Ba it enacted T>y the Senate and House of ' 
Jlcprcscntativcs of the United States of • 
htnerica in Congress assembled. That It is 
hereby dccl.^rcd that tlio national interest 
requires that tho tTnited States acquire all 
right, title, and Interest, In and to. certain 
Items ot evidence, to be designated by the < 
Attorney CencriU pursuant to section 3 of 
this Act, wlilch were considered by tho Presi- 
dent's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy (hereinafter referred to 
os "Items") , and requires that those Items be . 
preserved by tlie United States. 

Sec. 2. (a) Tlie Attorney General Is au- 
thorized to determine, from time to time, 
which items should. In conformity with the 
declaration contained in the first section of 
this Act, bo acquired and preserved by the 
United States. Koch such determination 
aliall be published in the Federal Register. 

(b) Wliencver tho Attorney General de- 
termines that an Item should ba acquired 
and preserved by tlie United States, all right, 
title, and Interest in and to, that item shaU 
bo vested in the United States upon the 
publication of that determination in the 
Federal Register. 

(c) Tho authority conferred upon the At- 
torney General by subsection (a) of this 
section to make determinations shall expire 
one year from tho date of enactment of this 
Act, and the vesting provisions of subsection 
(b) of this section shall be valid only with, 
respect to items described in determinations 
published in tho Federal Register within that 
one-year period. 

Sec. 3. The United States Court of Claims 
or tlie United States district court for the 
Judicial district wherein the claimant resides 
shall have Jurisdiction, without regard to 
tho amount in controversy, to hear, deter- 
mine, and render Judgment upon any claim 
for Just compensation for any Item or inter- 
est therein acquired by the United States 
pursuant to section 2 of this Act; and where 
such claim Is hied in the district court the 
claimant may request a trial by Jury: Pro- 
vided, Tliat the claim Is Hied within one year 
from tho date of publication In the Federal 
Register of the determination by the Attor- 
ney General with respect to such item. 

Sec. 4. All items acquired by the United 
States pursuant to section 3 of this Act shall 
be placed under tho Jurisdiotlon of the Ad- 


ministrator of General Services for preserva- 
tion under such rules and regulations os ho 
may proscribe. 

Sec. 5, Ail items acquired by tho United 
States pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall 
bo deemed to bo personal property and rec- 
ords of tho United States for tho purposes of 
laws relating to Uie custody, administration, 
and protection of personal property and rec- 
ords of tho United States, including, but not 
limited to, sections 2071 and 2112 of title 18 
of tho United States Code. 

Sec. a. Tlicre Is hereby authorized to bo 
appropriated such sums os may bo necessary 
to coriy out tho purposes of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is a sec- 
ond demanded? 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I de- 
, mand a seco nd. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. "Without 
ohjoction. a second wlU. be considered os 
ordered. 

There was no objection. 

. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Roceasl 
will be recognized for 20 minutes, and 
tlie gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Ma- 
thias] will be recognized for 20 minutes. 
The Choir recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. • . • . 

(Mr. ROGERS from Colorado asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

pmiPOSB 

Ml*. ROGERS of Colorado. Mr. Speak- 
er,. the purpose of this bill is to au- 
thorize the acquisition and preservation 
by the United States of certain items of 
evidence pertaining to the assassination 
of President John P. Kennedy. 

In the course of its investigatidn of the 
assassination of President Kennedy, the 
Warren Commission acquired a large 
number of physical items pei*taining to 
the assassination and related events. 
The most important of these belonged 
to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The ■ 
Commission recommended that a sub-* 
stantial number of these items of evi-- 
donee, particularly those relating to the 
actual assassination of the President 
and the murder of Patrolman Tipplt, 
should remain in the possession of the 
Government. Ih furtherance of this ob- 
jective the Attorney General requested 
the introduction of this measure. 

These items include the assassination 
weapon, the revolver Involved In the 
murder of OfiBcer Tippit, among other 
exhibits. The working papers, investi- 
gation reports, and transcripts of the 
Commission have been transmitted to the 
National Archives. The items of phys- 
ical evidence are presently being re- 
tained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 

The committee is persuaded that the 
national interest requires that these 
critical exhibits be permanently retained 
by the United States. It concurs in the 
view of the Attorney General that in 
years ahead allegations and theories 
concerning President Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation may abound. To eliminate ques- 
tions and doubts the physical evidence 
should be securely preserved. A failure 
to do so could lead to loss, destruction or 
alteration of such exhibits and in time 
may serve to encourage irresponsible 
rumors undermining the public con- 
fidence in the work of the Warren Com- 
mission. 


The authority conferred by this legis- 
lation Is vital and needed promptly. One 
private party has already filed suit 
■ against the Attorney Gcncml for pos- 
session of the assassination weapon and 
' the .33 caliber revolver, claiming to havo 
purchased all right and title from Mrs. 
Marina Oswald. Tho Government has 
not yet responded to the complaint. 

The bill. H.R. 9545, would authorize 
the Attorney General to designate, by 
publication in the Federal Register, 
which items considered by the Warren 
Commission arc required by the national 
interest to be acquired and preserved by 
the United States. All right and title to 
these items would vest in the Xhiitcd 
States upon the Attorney General's filing 
of the determinafios with the ofBcc of 
the Federal Register. This acquisition 
. authority would expire 1 year after date 
of enactment. Under the bill, claims for 
just compensation must be filed within 
1 year of the date of the filing of the At- 
torney General’s designation. As orig- 
inally drafted, the bill granted exclusive 
' jurisdiction to the Court of Claims over 
claims for j ust compensation. The com- 
mittee, however, amended the bill to pro- 
vide concurrent jurisdiction in the Fed- 
eral district court in the district wherein 
the claimant resides and also to iiermit 
the claimant in the district court to re- 
quest a trial by Jury. 

As amended, the bill constitutes a 
measure essential in the national interest 
and the committee strongly urges Its 
enactment. 

Mr. GROSS. Mr. Speaker, will the' 
gentleman yield? 

Mr, ROGERS of Colorado. Yes. I. 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. GROSS. Why should the Govern- 
ment pay for any of these items that 
were submitted in evidence? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. The Con- 
stitution of the United States provides 
that property may not be taken without 
Just compensation. Under this bill these 
items which are private property, may be 
'acquired by the United States. The bill 
also authorizes that just compensation 
be paid to the individual who may own 
the item, by a suit brought in the Federal 
district court in the district in which he 
resides or in the Court of Claims. 

Mr. GROSS. It is reported that the 
weapon used in the assassination 'was 
purchased for $10,000 by a collector. Are 
we to understand that with the passage 
of this bill the Federal Government 
’ would pay out $10,000 for permanent 
possession? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. No. I 
may state that a man by the name' of 
John J. King, who resides in Denver, 
Colo., claims that he has an arrange- 
ment with Mrs. Oswald in connection 
with the assassination weapon and the 
pistol. Now. whatever arrangement he 
may have made with Mrs. Oswald is not 
the question of what is just compensa- 
tion. . The bill leaves that issue for the ' 
courts. If we try to restrict, limit or 
specify the amount of Just compensation, 
there is some question as to whether or 
not the legislation itself would be con- 
stitutional.’ Therefore,, we say “Just 
compensation.'* 
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Mr. GUOSS. Would this involve the 
weapon used by Uuby in the slayhig of 
Oswald? 

Ml-. ROGERS of Colorado. ^What this 
bill provides is that the Attorney Gcn- 
or.al shall within a 1-year period publish 
in the Federal Register the list of items 
that he believes should be preserved, 
which were considered by the Warren 
Commission. Many of these items con- , 
sldercd by the Warren Commission are. 
presently in the custody of the Federal 
Government. 

We desire that they be retained here ' 
and if any Individual claims that his 
in-operty rights have been taken away 
from him the bill gives him a cause to 
action, so that he may go into court and 
assert his rights. The Government 
would retain the property and the claim- 
ant would get just compensation. 

Mr. GROSS. Do I understand that a 
weapon used in a murder in the District 
of Columbia, confiscated by the police 
and used ns evidence in court is returned 
to some member of his family? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. May I say 
to the gentleman that usually the ques- 
tion of what happens to a weapon that 
may have been used in the commission of 
a crime is sometliing for State law. 
Tlrere is a specific procedure in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Of course, the gentle- 
man understands that the District of 
Columbia jurisdiction is not asserted in 
this matter. We are controlled by the 
law of the State of Texas. In this in- 
stance there was no conviction and no 
trial and the matter of ti-ying to con- 
fiscate in such circumstances is not avail- 
able to us. 

Mr. GROSS. I thank the gentleman. 

Mr-. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, wUl 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I yield to 
the gentl eman . 

Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, bear- 
ing upon that point, as I remember, the 
Assistant Attorney General who met with 
the committee and who is a distinguished 
Texas lawyer, stated that unlike most 
States, Texas law had no confiscation- 
provision for weapons used in criminal 

C£LSCS« 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. That is 
correct. Purthei-more, in this instance 
there was no prosecution and hence we 
could not have proceeded in that manner 
as we would wish if a State law provided 
for forfeiture. 

Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker. If the 
gentleman will yield further. I think the 
act which was passed by the Congress 
a short while ago would obviate this 
eventuality ever occuri-ing again, be- 
cause in the future this sort of conduct 
would constitute a Federal crime and the 
Federal law would be effective as to con- 
fiscation of weapons. So as I see it, this 
bill which we brought out of our sub- 
committee will take care of all the pres- ' 
ent cases, and in the future if such un- ' 
fortunate happening should occur we will 
not need further legislation. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I thank 
the gentleman for his contribution. I 
think he has outlined correctly that since 
we have made the assassination of the 
President a Federal crime -we probab^' 
would not need this type of legislatioh 
in the future. 


Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I yield to 
tho gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank tho 
gentleman for yielding. X wonder if the 
eommittce has considered the question of 
making tills applicable to all future 
presidents, since it is going to be perma- 
nent legislation? 

Ml-. ROGERS of Colorado. The gen- 
tleman’s question is, should we cover all 
items in connection with future assassi- 
nations? We discussed the matter, and 
os pointed out by tlie gentleman from- 
North Carolina (Mr. WninsNsal just re- 
eently the President signed a bill which 
would make the assassination of the 
President a Federal offense. 

Heretofore this was not a Federal of- 
fense. At the time the late President 
Kennedy was assassinated in Texas the 
assassin, if he had been prosecuted, would 
have been prosecuted under the laws of 
the State of Texas. 

Mr. HALL. We are simply catching 
up with our previously unfinished busi- 
ness? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. ThaHs 
correct. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
another question for the legislative rec- 
ord? Would, for example, the fragments 
of those ill-spent bullets that assas- 
sinated our late President, under this bill, 
necessarily be retrieved from the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology where I un- 
derstand they now reside and have been 
the object of intensive ballistics research 
and study, which in turn is of some con- 
siderable scientific value? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. If I un-- 
derstand the gentleman’s question, the 
gentleman will recognize that the Pres- 
ident's Commission recommended that 
most of these items be acquired and pre- 
served by the Federal Government. All 
of the evidence and everything in con- 
nection with it is now in the Federal 
custody. I believe that any ballistic - 
analysis made would be reflected in the 
testimony before the Commission and 
that it has been filed with the Archives 
at the present time. 

This legislation would place all of it 
under the jurisdiction of the General 
Sei-vices Administration. 

Mr. HAIJi. Mr. Speaker, if. the 
gentleman will yield further, I have read 
the Commission reports and this leg^la- 
,tion, and I am glad to hear what the 
gentleman from Colorado says. It would 
be under the jurisdiction of the General 
Services Administrator, as designated by 
the Attoi-ney General, as I understand it. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. I did not 
quite understand the statement of the 
gentleman. 

Mr. HALL. My question is simply, 
could the Director of the General Serv- 
ices Administration, upon recommenda- 
tion of the Attorney General, remove 
from the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, for example, and from further 
ballistic study the fragmented and ex- 
ended missiles, or bullets, or projectiles? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. If the gen- 
telman will look, at section 4 of the bill 
he will see that it provides that all items 
acquired by the United States, pursuant 
to section 2 of this act, shall be placed 


under the jurisdiction of tho Adminis- 
trator of the General Services Adminis- 
tration for preservation under such rules 
and regulations as he- may prescribe. 
Hence he is the custodian. 

Mr. HALL. Would the gentleman 
agree with me that it would servo history 
well, as well as possibly even future scien- 
tific investigation of ballistics, if it were 
interpreted that such Director of the 
GSA could from time to time withdraw 
from the' Archives and make available 
for such study as the Attorney General 
. or the Director of tho Armed Forces In- 
stitute of Pathology, or others, might re- 
quest? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado, Certainly, 
Tliere would be nothing to keep him from 
doing it and I am confident that if it 
would advance any information to the 
public, there would be no question but 
that under his rules and regulations he 
could so prescribe. 

Mr. HALL. I believe this represents a 
valuable record and I believe the de- 
ceased would want it so. 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. Yes. 

Mr. HALL. If the gentleman will yield 
fuither, do I understand that the Court 
of Claims will eventually set the fee for 
the Federal Government’s acquisition of 
the actual firearms mentioned? 

Mr. ROGERS of Colorado. The claim- 
ant whose property may be taken has 
an option as to whether to institute -a 
suit in the district court of the United 
States in the district where in he resides 
or whether to file suit in the Court of 
Claims in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALL. X thank the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as X may consume. 

(Mr. MATHIAS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re- 
marks.) 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. Speaker, I. too, 
rise in support of this legislation and. 
wish to associate myself with the re- 
marks which have been made by the 
gentleman from Colorado [Mr. RogersI, 
the distinguished chairman of the sub- 
committee which considered this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I agree with the gentle- 
man completely, that this legislation is 
necessaiy in the Interest of history, and 
in the interest of any future calm and 
deliberate reevaluation of the events 
which surrounded the very tragic occur- 
rence of the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

Mr. Speaker, some question has been 
raised here today about the possible cost 
to the Government. Of course, it is im- 
possible to estimate what that cost might 
be. We are leaving it to the adjudication 
of the Court of Claims or an appropriate 
district court. In conformance with the 
Constitution, we are leaving it to a proper 
legal adjudication. But I would say 
whatever cost might be incuiTed would 
represent cost which must be met by the 
country and a cost which the country 
would want to meet. The items that will . 
be paid for are somewhat grisly relics of 
a tragic moment in our national history. 
Nevertheless, they must' be acquired 
without question. 

Mr. BOGGS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 
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Mr. MATIHAS. I yield to the gontlo- 
■man from Ix5uislana. 

Mr, BOGGS. I would like to conunend 
the committee on reporting this bill, 
along with the distinguished .minority 
leader, the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. Geuald R. Ponnl. I served on. the 
Assassination Commission that he has 
deseribed, a very sad and gruesome task. 

I saw these items not once, but many 
times, being diseussed here this after- 
noon. As gruesome as it is, it would be 
very tragic, indeed, for these items — and 
that is the only word I know of to use in 
describing them — did not remain ttte 
property of the Govcmmeirt of tlie. 
united States, so that for a great many 
reasons, the most compelling reason be- 
ing that they were very vital in the evi- 
dence which the Commission used in its 
deliberations and in its dctciminatlon. 

I hope tlie House will pass this bill. 

Mr. MATHIAS.. I thank the gentle- 
man for lUs eontribution, for his obsei-va- 
tion, and for his personal experience. 
Ccr^nly, our recollection of the Lincoln 
ossossinnUon, where there ore certain 
missing links, would lead us to believe 
what wo are doing today is important. 
Even more important is the principle . 
mentioned by the gentleman from Colo- 
rado that we live in a govcmmcirt of law, 
that we deal with all citizens under the 
law with equal and impartial hand. Re- 
gardless of the circumstances, regardless 
of who may establish their ownership of 
the properties involved here, we are go- 
ing to obey the supreme law of the land 
and pay just compensation. 

Mr. WHITENER. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. MATHIAS. I yield to the gentle- 
man fi'om North Carolina. 

Mr. WHITENER. I thank the genUe- 
man. What he has said about the pos- 
sible cost of the items of evidence to 
the Government is absolutely correct. 

I would point out to my colleagues that 
after we had studied the legislation pro- 
posed originally, it was the imanimous 
opinion, as I remember it, of the sub- 
committee that this deteimination as to 
cost should be left to a Jury if the claim- 
ants desire to have a jury trial. We also 
felt that the original proposal that the 
Court of Claims have exclusive jurisdic- 
tion was not in keeping with what we 
thought was proper. For tirat reason' 
we proposed that the claimant might 
bring action in the U.S. disti'ict court of 
his own district, where he could request 
a jury trial. I personally feel tliis gen- 
tleman from Colorado, Mr. King — ^whom ' 
I do not know — if he has paid $10,000 in 
a bona fide transaction it would not 
comport with my idea of justice that he 
should not get his $10,000 back. That 
is a matter for the courts to determine. 
We have our owi theories as to what 
should be done on a monetary payment • 
to the owner of the property. For that 
reason the committee very wisely left 
this to the. constitutional test of just 
compensation, as that compensation is 
fixed by the court. Tlie court may in- . 
elude a jury of plaintiff’s peers, if he so 
desires. I do not know of any way we 
could proceed more considerately with 
any claimant, or any way we could do it 


which would insm’e greater justice to 
the Govenmicnt than this bill provides. 

I believe we can all agree it is essen- 
tial that prompt action be talccn if wo 
ore to preserve these historical items of 
property. 

Tlio SPEAKER pro tempore. The. 
question is on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Colorado that the rules be i 
suspended and tlie bill be passed. 

"Tlie question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
. was passed. 

I FUNDS FOR THJji 
CRIME COMMISSION 
Mr. Speaker, I move to 
Ics and pass the Senate, 
(SJl Res. 102) to Au- 
r tlie Commission on ^w 
,d Administration ofiyus- 
striet of Columbia Com- 
ic and Law Enforc^ent. 
d as follows: / 

csident by Sxccutlm Order 
1005, established tfto Com- 
Elnforcement and Adminls- 
:a to study crlmn in the 
1 to recommend ways to re- 
It; and / 

csldcnt by Kxci^tlve Order • 
1006. established the Com- 
In the Dlstricyof Columbia 
!8 of crime and delinquency 
Columbia; and 
has been a ^ody Increase 
ation as weU os in the Dls- 
; and / 

is a need ho ascertain Its 
elop metliods which can bo' 
undcrtajcon oy i-’^eral. StMo. and local gov- 
ernments to combat such/ crime: Therefore 
bo it \ / 

ilcsoiccd by the ^mataand House 0 / Hep- ' 
resentattves of the \nitM States of America 
in Congress assentbAi, JShat there is hereby 
authorized to bo aj^iAprlated the sum of 
$1,600,000 for the exposes of both the Com- 
mission on Law Enfc»ccmcnt and Adminis- 
tration of Justice and me District of Colum- 
bia Commission on wlme and Law Enforce- 
ment. / \ 

The SPEAKER prdk tempore. Is a 
second demandim? \ 

Mr. POFF. Speaker, I demand a 
second. 7 \ 

The SPEAKER pro tem*ore. Without 
objection, a second will b^considered as 
ordered. / \ 

There wan no objection. \ 

The SPEAKER pro tenfoore. The 
gentleman/rom Louisiana [Mr. Willis! 
will be recognized for 20 minu^ and the 
gentlemai/ from 'Virginia [Mr.Porr] will 
be recogmzed for 20 minutes. \ 

The Qnair recognizes the gmtleman 
from L/ulsiana [Mr. Willis!. ^ - 
Mr. fWILMS. Mr. Speaker, this bill, 
comes/up by direction of the fullteouse ' 
Committee on the Judiciary. It is au- , 
thoriAation bill coming within the mris- 
dlct]jbn of that committee, which4has 
jurisdiction over matters relating to^aw 
enforcement and the prevention \ of 
erme. \ 

fThe bill authorizes the appropriati^ 
m $1,500,000 to defray the expenses of 
the President's Commission on Law En\ 
reorcement and Administration of Justice! 


I District of Columbia Commissioi7 
ic and lAW Enforcement. / 
tal amount involved is .$1,500,000. , 
sum, $1,100,000 is authori/.edyto 
he expenses of the Commis.^on 
Enforcement and Adminl.ssra- 
Fustice and $400,000 to carrwout 
etives of the District of Comm- 
nmi.ssion on Crime and /Law 
nent. i 

OW. Mr. Speaker, will thd gen- 
iMcld? t 

ILLIS. I yield to the gcnt/lcman. 
OW. Could the gcntlcirfan tell 
thing about the compoation of 
-this commission and what the/salories 
are thai^e going to be paid? / 

Mr. WTLLIS. These figures stfe set out • 
on pagesW and 8 of the committee report. 
They areibrokcn down in this/Tashlon. 

For Coibmlssion members, travel and- 
per diem and for meetings mer an 18- 
month permd — $67,000. / 

For citiz<ms advisory committees, con- 
sultants, vntnesscs, for sthS salaries, 
printing, general expenses/ administra- 
tive services.Vcontracts. ana so on — they 
are all broker^ down in the ^mmittce re- 
port and the^|total is $1,100,000 for the ^ 
National Comipission. ' I 

On page 8 of the report, we have the 
breakdown of the Distrfct of Columbia 
Commission ae%rcgating $400,000. 

Mr. BOW, injhe District of Columbia 
is about to takq over/lts own govern- 
ment, what is tl^e juAiflcatlon for the 
Federal Government ind the taxpayers . 
of the country to imy me $400,000 for the 
District of Columl^al 
Mr. WILLIS. I< 'would say. It is my • 
hope if the bill th^Aentlcman refers to 
comes to pass, that we should quickly 
pass this bill because it will not be re- 
pealed by that billM come unless there 
is a move to repeal what we are doing 
today, and I doubt thit it would prevail, - 
Mr. BOW. Bui as We do this and if 
there is this aut^rizatlon, does the gen- 
tleman feel if the Dis^ict of Columbia . 
has its own govqjbnmentfhat the Federal 
Government wil be called upon to make 
an appropriatic/n for the Expenses of this 
so-called homq^rule govei^iment? 

Mr. 'WILLIB. Any way» we look at it, 
this bill will wcome law biefore action is ' 
taken on the bill the gentleipan refers to. 
Therefore, this bill will b^ part of the 
law of the lAnd and any that may 
come hereafter within the 'next 2 or 3 
weeks or 2 or 3 days cannot ^erride this 
bUl. / 1 

Mr. BOOT. It would seem to me it- 
might be /a good idea to hoki up this 
$400,000 EHid to find out what i^ going to 
happen th that bill because if ^ey want 
home rufe and if they are goinA to have 
home rule, they ought to star\ paying 

I *. ^ ■ 

. If I had my way, ^ would 
latlon should be reversed 
bould be made a law first, 
place, it would seem^o me- ' 
;e home rule bill is dOssed 
[aw, this bill that w^ ar» 
ig could still be passed by 

Mr. Speaker, will the g^- 
iirther? 

1. I yield to the gentle- 

0 . \ , 
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cnrc services, which nssumo considerably^ There beinff no Objection, the statc- 
cVsier imporunco hi countries with socij^ ment was ordered to be printed in the 
'•■•lurnnco schemes of limited covortico. hej% REConn •« follow! • 
e\ excluded from tho study. Anot/cr -W^CORD. as loliows. 
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lUi? 

beeJi. excluded 

poln\worth rcc.-Ullnc Is Unit tho dguri^ on 
scopo^ protection lu respect of these ^un- 
trlcs slmuld be rcpnrdod as mlnlmumjratlier 
than os ^solute llgurcs, in view of sfio pos- 
Bihility tl^t employer liability schomos may 
not have \ccn completely covci^ la the 
study. 

I I that^ho schemes 
; coi^trlcs covered 
iing^nd .arc In tho 
ilcnlcntatlon. Tlio 
l^c schemes when 
/d would probably 
'esent. 

suranco schemes of 
ixcludo dependents 
o that If tho scope 
expressed In terms 
population, higher 
n^uld probably bo 
loAmado it Impos- 
addmoual felatlvo 
icso puntrlca, but 
ca. an\£a Salvador 
t. 

homes cd^r. In tho 
0 structum of the 
’ countrlcsVils such 
ployecs In tW cco- 
in Is relatively low. 
itoctlon woro^ be 
iloyocs. still higber 
ould most Ukely\« 


Stateusnt ov Johk J. Kjmo BcFons thz 

SEHATX JODICIAaV COMKITTES ItCCAnSINO 
HJ%. 0S4S, Union Calendar No. 3GS 
Mr. Chairman and members of tho com- 
mittee, I am John J. King, tho present owner 
of Uio riao and pistol used to such traglo 
purpoao by X,cc Harvey Oswald In Dallas on 
November 23, 10C3. I wish to express my 
thanks to your chairman and to all of you 
for having granted mo the privilege of ap- 
pearing before you In opposition to H.H. Q54S, 
a bill relating to tho preservation of evidence 
pertaining to tho assassination of President 
Kennedy— a privilege once promised mo but 
subsequently denied by the House subcom- 
mittee to which It was referred. 

H.R. 064S, while It appears to bo a routine 
bill. Is really a most extraordinary piece of 
proposed legislation; one which merits a 


SENATp^ 

fri.^.jJ^of irresponsible and unquaimed critics. 
No further tests or analyses are needed. None 
have been mode to my knowledge on pre- 
vious Presidential assassination weapons. 
Sulfur costs havo already been mode of the 
rlQo chamber. Tlicy can cosily bo mode of 
tho revolver chambers and of the boros of 
both weapons. Bolt face Impressions con bo 
made of tho rifle and brcochplato Impres- 
sions can bo made of tho rovolvor. These 
things, combined with tho various cortrldgo 
coses and related bullets oro all that the 
Oovernment would ever need for any future 
ballistic reexamination. Purther, no request 
hoe ever been mode of mo or of tho Oswald 
estate regarding our attitudes toward tho 
gift, loan, or sole to tho Government of any 
of our property for which It may feel a sub- 
sequent need. For myself, I would of course 
bo more than willing to allow Federal au- 
thorities to examine tho weapons from time 
to time and to conduct further tests on 
them should the need therefor bo truly felt. 


most careful analysis and consideration by ‘ provided, of course, that adequate ossur- 


thla distinguished committee. 

First, Inasmuch os It Is a clear and unmts- 
tokoblo effort on the part of tlio Federal 
Government to ovcrrlda the statutory provl- . 
alone of the State of Texas, and to assume 
unto ItaelX certain powers properly and his- 
torically vested In the State, this bill poeea 
a serious challenge to States rights In all 
areas. If enacted, it would Invite further 
Federal transgression into this Important 
Hold. 

Second, by seeking to take full advantage : 
of honest emotions, this bill would extend 
tnlnod. This is Illustrated by the cases ^ ' the right of eminent domain to personal 
urkoy and Venezuela. \ property, and thereby establish a most dan- 

__\gcrous' precedent and a basic threat to the 
^future security of all personal property 
rights. If enacted, it would Invite future 


ACQXJISITION AND PRESERVATION 
BY THE UNITED STATES OP CER- 
TAIN ITEMS OP EVIDENCE PERr 
TAINING TO THE ASSASSINATION 
OP PRESIDENT JOHN P. KENNEDY- 
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Calendar 
No. 836. H.R. 9545. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Montana? The 
Chair iicai's none, and it is so ordered. 
The bill will be stated by title. 

The Legislative Clerk. A bill (H.R. 
9545) providing for the acquisition and 
preservation by the United States of cer- 
tain items of evidence pertaining to the 
assassination of President John P. 
Kennedy. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, re- 
serving the right to object — and I shall 
not object — I wish to caJl the attention, 
of the Senate to the fact that no hear-., 
ings were held on this bill in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

The House Judiciary Committee re- 
fused and denied an opportunity to Mr. : 
I-Cing. the purchaser of the weapons, to . 
appear before that committee. It is my : 
belief that the matter needs more careful ■ 
study than it has been given. At this 
time, I ask unanimous consent that there 
be printed In the Record at this point''; 
a statement from Mr. King, who bought, . 
tho weapons, which is very revealing, and , 
I think from the letter it will be under- ' 


conflscatory leglshiUou directed at personal 
property of whatever nature, selected at the 
whim of the executive branch. 

Third, It Is unusually nonspecific. It docs 
not Identify tho items which It seeks to con- 
demn, nor docs it define the ultimate dlsposl-. 
tlon of these Items. In short. It grants carte 
blanche to tho Attorney General for selec- 
tion and to tho Administrator of General 
' Services for disposition of the unidentified 
Items with which it is concerned. Accord- 
ingly, If enacted. It would significantly ac- 
celerate the relentless shift of authority from 
the legislative to the executive branch. 
Fourth, It Is an attempt retroactively to 
^ correct, at the expense of private citizens, 
certain post executive oversights. House Bo- 
. port No. 813, which accompanies this bill. 
Includes a letter from the Attorney General 
to the Speaker of the House to the effect 
that, prior to the completion of Its work, the 
■yvarren Commission requested tho Justice 
Department to toke the necessary steps to 
provide for Federal retention of certain Items 
of evidence. This Is substantiated by a let- 
ter from J. I^e Rankin to the Acting Attor- 
ney General written on leftover Warren 
Commission smtlonery, dated a month and 
a half after the Warren Commission had . 
. completed Its work according to Its own let- 
ter to the President. This bill was requested 
by the Justice Department over 7 months 
after the receipt of Mr. Hankin's letter. 

H.R. 9545 and Its accompanying report No. 

■ 813 claim as Its public purpose the preserve-, 

' tlon of Items of evidence In order to sub-. 

' stantlate the conclusions arrived at by the 
' Warren Commission. Public pronouncements 
by spokesmen of tbe Justice Department 
have suggested the possibility of a future 
reexamination of the evidence. The weap- 
ons with which I am personally concerned 
havo been subjected to every known relevonv 


nnces were made that the weapons be not 
further mutilated, or altered, or displayed 
publicly. 

The Attorney General's oforcmcnUoneit 
letter to the Speaker alludes to tho fact that 
allegations and theories contrary to the conv 
elusions, of the Warren Commission feed on 
secrecy and uncertainty — and I certainly 
agree with this. It Is. however, of interest 
to mo that the present governmental custody 
of tho assassination rifle hoe been character- 
ized by the utmost secrecy. The FBI refused 
so responsible a Journal as life magazine to 
even photograph It. 

It Is perhaps here In order to observe that, 
of the three previous presidential assassina- 
tion weapons (1) the revolver which killed 
President McKinley — was acquired by private 
interests; while (2) tho derringer which 
killed President Lincoln and the revolver 
which killed President Garfield — were taken 
over by the Federal Government since those 
two assassinations occurred In tho District of 
Columbia and were hence subject to Federal 
Jurisdiction. Only two of these three his- 
toric weapons survive— the prlvotely' owned 
McKinley assassination revolver and the fed- 
erally owned Lincoln assassination derringer. 
History thus accords private custody twice as 
good a record of preservation as It accords 
governmental custody. 

During the discussion on the floor of the 
House— It cannot properly be called a debate 
since only the pro side participated — some 
consideration was given (as It most certainly 
should have been) to the eventual coet to 
the taxpayer of this bill. The figure of 810.- 
000 was bandied about as an approximate 
value of the two weapons with which I am 
personally concerned. These t-wo weapons 
are unquestionably the two most carefully 
documented and most -valuable In the world 
todoy. Prom a collector 'a point of view, they 
are to the field of firearms what the Mona 
Lisa Is to the field of painting, what La Pleta 
Is to the field of sculpture, and what the 
Hope diamond Is to the field of gems. In 
short, they ore Invaluable. Discounting 
their exhibition value throughout the free 
world — which In Itself Is almost Incalcula- 
ble— they are worth greatly In excess of a. 
million dollars. Coupled with the value of 
the weapons themselves, consideration must 
also be given to the value of some of the 
other Items concerned, principally owned. In- 
sofar as I know, by the Oswald estate. For 
example, a measure of the value of the orig- 
inal manuscripts of Oswald’s 3-page fare- 
well note, of bis 13-page historic diary, and 
of his 17-poge undelivered speech may be. 
gleaned from the fact that a miscellaneous 


test and analysis by Impeccably qualified ex- Oswald letter— an Item considered of so little. 
perU. The conclusions reached by tbe War- ' Importance by the Warren Commission that 


stood why he was aggrieved .at . the.,, rgQ Commission on the basis of the test!-' . It did not even attempt to retain it — brought 


thought that he was not able to appear 
before the House committee. 


mony of these experts have beea widely read 
and fuuy accepted— except by » mlnlseule- 


83,000 at a recent auction. It would appear 
In^ this that the Os-wold papers oIoda hove 
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a value of something over 8100.000. ' xx tho 
proposed Icclsl.'.tlon Is passed and its con- 
sUluUonnllty conllrmcd. the constitutional 
guarantee of just compensation will result 
In au cxpciullturo of a staggering amouut of 
taxpayers’ dollars for tho acquisition of ma- 
terials for which the Government' honestly 
has no further conceivable need. 

I-’inally, this proposed legislation Is In tho 
nature of a private bill, spcciacnlly designed 
to reverse tho Inevitable outcome of a civil 
action now properly before a U.S. district 
court. This bill was proposed by tho 
defendant In Uiat action after tho complaint 
had been properly hied, and the bill's pend- 
ency before- tho Congress has been relied 
' uixin by the defendant In seeking repeated 
delays In llllng his response. It Is note- 
worthy tliat defendant's counsel was priv- 
ileged to appear before tho House subcom- 
mittee In support of this bill, and that plain- 
’ tin's counsel w.as not privileged to appear 
In opposition thereto. In other words, you 


AU Items acquired pursu.ont to the bill No. 854. HJR. 0405; Calendar No. 8.y0,‘ 


to be placed under tho jurisdiction of tho 
Administrator of General Services and pre- 
served In accordance with rules and regu- 
lations which he may prescribe (see, 4). 

Tlia bill provides that all Items acquired 
by the United States hereunder shoU bo 
deemed personal property within the mean- 
ing of provisions penalizing removal or muti- 
lation and theft, sections 2071 and 2113, tltlo 
10, United States Coda (sco. 5). Tho bill 
authorizes such appropriation os may bo 
necessary to carry out tho purposes of tho 
act (see. 6). 

STATEMENT 

In the course of Its Investigation of tho 


IH.R. 5217; and the two succeeding hifla. 
\ The ACTING PRESIDENT pro Ufn- 
boro. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIA- 
feON AUTHORIZATION POR/THE 
BRANICLIN DELANO ROOS^^X 
MEMORIAL COMMISSION j 
The bill (H.R. 0405) to increase tho 


act (see. 6). appitopriation authorization 

STATEMENT PTanKlin Delano Roosevelt Co; 

In the course of its Investigation of tho and fipr other purposes was Ci 
ocsosslnatlon of President John P. Kennedy, ordered to a third reading, read 
tho President's Commission on the ossosslna- time, fwd passed. , 


tlon acquired a largo number of items of 
physical evidence pcrmlnlng to tho assassina- 
tion and related events. The most Important 
of these belonged to Leo Harvey Oswald and 
his wife. Tlio Commission recommended 


pr tho 
mission, 
sidered, 
he third 


arc here concerned with a clear attempt on. ^ substantial number of these items of 

tho port of a defendant, a member of tho avldonco. oartlculorly thoso relating to tho 


executive branch, to shift tho venuo In a 
civil action from the U.S. district court In 
which It was properly brought by the plaln- 
tUT. a private citizen, to tho very Halls of 
Congress. To my view, this Is on outrageous 
attempt to circumvent tho operation of— 
yes, even a direct Insult to — the system of 
'checks and balances between tho threo 
branches of our Government. The late 
President Kennedy himself said: “Our Con- 
stitution wisely assigns both joint and sep- 
a'rato roles to each branch of tho Govern- 
ment: and a President and a Congress who 
hold each oUicr In mutual respect will nei- 
ther permit nor attempt any trespass.'* 

In conclusion, H.H. DS4S constitutes an 
Inslplcnt threat to States rights, to personal 
property rights, and to our system of. checks 
and balances. It represents a totally unjus- 
tiacd wosto of the taxpayers’ money. It 
should not be enacted. 


evidence, particularly thoso relating to tho 
actual assofslnation of the President and the 
murder of Patrolman J, D. TTlpplt, should re- 
main in the possession of tlio Government. 
In furtlierance of this objective, the Attorney 
General requested the introduction of the 
present measure. 

These Items include the assassination - 
weapon, tlic revolver involved In the murder 
of Odlccr Ttppit. among many other exhibits. 
TThe working papers. Investigation reports, 
and transcripts of the Commission have been 
transmitted to the National Archives. TTie 
Items of physical evidence are being retained 
in tho custody of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. 

The committee Is persuaded that tho na- 
tional Interest requires that the Attorney 
General shall be In a position to determine 
that any of these critical exhibits, which were 


■led waste ox tnc taxpayers money. At considered by the Presidents’ Commissioner, 
ould not bo cua.ctcd. shall bo nermancntly retained by tho United 

The bill was ordered to a third read-, 

Mr. MANSnELD. Mr, PlCsld^t, I coming President Kennedy's assassination 
Ic unanimous consent to have printed , may abound. To eliminate quesUons and 
tho Record an excei'pt from the re- doubts the physical evidence should bo so- 
irt (No. 851) , explaining the purposes curcly preserved. A failure to do so could 
the bill. to loss, destruction, or alteration of vital 

There being no objection, the excerpt evidence and in time might serve to encoiu- 
^ ordcrod to bo prUttod 1„ U.o E«co». 

Commution. 

T 01 WO 6 X authority conferred by this legislation 

Tho purpose of tho proposed legislation Is authorizing the acquisition and preservation 


ing, read tiic third time, and passed. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President. X 
ask unanimous consent to have printed . 
in tho Record an excei'pt from the re- ' 
port (No. 851) , explaining the purposes 
of the bill. 

There being no objection, the excerpt 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as fallows: 

FonrosE 

The purpose of tho proposed legislation Is 
to authorize the acquisition and preservation 
by tho United States of certain Items of 
' evidence pertaining to the assassination of - 
President John F. Kennedy. 

analysis or the dill 

HR. 0545 would authorize tho Attorney 
General to designate, by publication In the . 
Federal Hcglstcr, which Items considered by 
tho President’s Commission on the Assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy ore required by 
tho national interest to be acquired and pre- 
served by the United States (secs. 1 and 
2(a) ). AU right, title, and Interest to these 
Items would vest In the United States upon 
, publication of the Attorney General’s deter- 
mination In the Federal Register (see. 2(b) ) . 
Authority to cUcct such acquisition would 
expire 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this legislation (see. 2(c)). 

Under the bill, claims for just compensa- 
tion must bo died within 1 year of the date 
of publication of the Attorney General's 
designation. The blU grants concurrent 
jurisdiction to the Court of Claims and thSj, 
UH. district courts over claims for just com- 
pensation hereunder and provides that a 
claimant filing In the Federal district court . 
may request atrial by jury (sec.3). . 


time, aBci passed. i 

Mr. ^NSPIELD. Mr. P^fesldcnt, X 
ask unanimous consent to hi^c printed ' 
in the RteoRD an excerpt froef the report . 
(No. 8C7£ explaining the puiSosea of the 

bill. % -J' 

There b^ing no objection!) the excerpt 
was ordered to be printed id the Record, 
a« follows:^ / 

repose or hji. s«es 

HR. 0405 ^ould Increase jthe expenditure' 
authorization^ for the lyanklla Delano 
Roosevelt MenvNlel Commi^lon from t2S.OOO 
to 1125,000 afiil would extend indefinitely 
tho time for the CommlsAon to select and 
report to tho Pr^ldcnt and to the Congress 
on another cleslgp for a p^nnonent memorial 
to former Presldont Fron^ln Delano Rooss- 
vclt. \ J 

D^ptca^ND 

’ The Franklin DilanoC Roosevelt Memorial 
Commission was established by Public Law 
372 of the 84th Cong^ss. approved August 
11 , loss, for tho puip^e of considering and 
formulating plans fdt^ the design, construe- . 
tlon. and location ot jn permanent memorial 
to Frankln Delano Rh^sevelt. In the District 
of Columbia or Its &i^cdlate environs. In 
an interim report to Congress on January 3, 
1060, the Commission rjpeommended— 

(a) Tb.at the portion of West Potomac 

Park, in the District of i^lumbla, which Ilea 
between Independence Avenue end the Inlet 
bridge be reserveef os a sl|e for the proposed 
memorial: and J ^1 

(b) That thei/Cpmmlsslpn be authorized 
to conduct a nailoaal competition, with ap- 
proprlate prizes/ to determine a suitable de- 
sign for tho proposed mcmcHlal. 

The agrecmi^c of CongreA to the recom- 
mended Bite and the proposed competition 


of certain Items of evidence considered by* was exprcsBcd,an Public Law 81^214, approved 
the President's Commission Is vital In tho September I<)^95D. That law '^so stipulated^* 
national Interest. One private party has al- that the proposed memorial should be "har- 
reody filed suit against the Attorney General monlous os to location, design. ’and land use . 
of the United States for possession of the with tho Washington Monum^t, the Jef- 
assasslnatlon weapon and the .38 caliber re- xerson MemDrlal. and the Lincoln Memorial,'* 
volver Involved In the death of Police Offl- god that t^o Commission should\ avail itself 
cer Tlpnlt. claiming to have purchased aU the assistance and advice of the CommU- 
rlgbt, title, and Interest In these Items from ■ gion of Fine Arts, of the Natloiwl Capital 
Mrs. Marina N. Oswald. The Govemm^t piannlngrfCommlssIon, and of thA National 


has not yet responded to tbs complaint. The 
effect of this legislation would be to deny 
the plaintiff possession of these Items but 
'would afford due process of law by providing 
a procedure for recovering just compensa- 
tion by permitting the claimant his day la 
court to litigate his asserted rights. 

The committee believes that the need for 
this legislation Is manifest and In the pubUo 
Interest, and accordingly, recommends fa- 
vorable consideration of HR. 8545, without 
amendment. 


ask unani 
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fie Park Se^lce. There was authorized to be 
appropriated not to exceed 3150.00^ to carry 
out th^provlslons of that public law. 

The pompetition was organlezd and held 
^ In 1960, 574 architects and sculptors par- 
“* tlclpa^ng. A jury of architectural authori- 
ties awarded first prize ($50,000) to'I’eder- 
OT gon Tliney of New York, for th^ de- 
“fi sign .jconsistlng of eight monumental .fteles 
fi* or tablets grouped In a cluster. TheVwln- 
fit nln^ design was approved by the Memorial 
Commission, with the Inclusion of a st^ua 
or ^as-rellef of former President Rosevelt. 
anp duly .reported to the President andli|to 
- the Congress, although It lacked the 
' I pj'oval of the Commission of Fine Arts. 

■to J Although it is customary for designs tat 
ar memorlala in Woohiagton to evoke soma 

'■■j: \ 
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